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Ai/i-EST 

Produced  by  Consumers'  Counsel  Division  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  ■oresented  in  cooperation  with  Defense  and  Non-Defense  Agencies 
of  the  United  States  Government  working  for  consumers. 
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1.  AIWOmTCER:  This  is  CONSUI'^  TII;^ 

2.  SOUl^:  CASH  gEGIS'ISR  -  CLOSE  DRAVfflR 

3.  KA^'TCY:                That's  your  money  "buying  food. 
k.    SOUM):  CASH  PEGISTER 

5.  CAPX:  That's  your  money  paying  for  a  home. 

6.  SOT^D:  CASH  REGISTER 

7.  NAMCY:  That's  your  money  buying  clothes  and  the 

thousands  of  other  things  you  need. 

2.    CARL:  That's  you  ,  .  -oaying  for  these  things  .  .  money 

out  of  your  oockets. 

9.    SOURD:  CASH  R3GIST3R  -  CLOSE  DRASR 


10.  mES: 

11.  B^^REARA: 


Are  bargain  sneets  really  bargains? 
ViThat  can  I  do  for  defense? 


.C0NSUI/3R  TIlv3  today  brings  you  the  answers  to. 
these  nuestions.    This  orogram  is  oroduced  by- 
your  Consmers '  Coionsel  in  the  De  oartment  of 
Agriculture,  and  is  presented  in  coo oe ration  vith 
Defense  and  Kon-Defense  i\gencies  of  the  Unitea 
States  Government  working  for  consumers. 

And  here  is  your  Consumers'  Counsel,  Donald 
Montgomery. 

Thank  you,  ,  and  hello  everyone.  Yes 

v/e  iiave  answers  to  all  kinds  of  questions  tooay. 
3ach  Saturday  Mrs.  Harry  Miles,  mother  of  oijt 
consuuier  family  comes  hore  to  ask  the  questions 
you  r/ould  as.K:  if  you  v;ere  here. 

I'm  ready  v/ith  a  oack  of  them,  too,  nx.  iviontgomery 

Fine,  Ivrrs.  i.iiies.    Here  are  m^'  t^o  consumer 
reporters,  Nancy  and  Carl,  to  give  you  the 
answers. 

Good.    Nancy,  I  thiiTi<:  you  go  to  v.'ork  first  today? 

You  bet,  \vith  some  facts  about  how  to  bu;v  snevits  . 
straight  from  the  experts  in  the    B-ureau  of  Home 
Sconoaics . 


IvJILSS:  That's  good  news,  Nancy,  "because  I  think  I  got  a 

"bad  "buy  the  other  day.    Barbara  and  I  were  Kiaking 
the  "beds  with  some  sheets  I  bougnt  at  a  white  sale 
.  .  (?.'fflS)    'Ve  v/ere  makirig  Dad's  "bed,  when  .  . 

(PAUSE) 

BAEBAHA:  Gee,  these  new  sheets  look  nice,  Iviotiier. 

Iv'^ILES:  Yes,  they  do,  Barbara. 

EAEffiAEA:  Eere,  1  "other  .  .  .  catch  .  . 

^''ILES:  Tuck  it  in  good  on  the  end  there  .  .  you  know 

how  your  father  hates  to  have  a  Si^eX,  come  loose.- 

Bi^SBARA:  But  I  haven't  any  to  tuck  in.    Let  me  b^ve  some 

more  sheet  down  here  at  the  foot,  I^iother. 

ULES:  I  can't  let  you  have  any  more  down  there  .  . 

there  won't  be  eno^jgh  to  tuck  in  at  the  head  of 
the  bed. 

BiVRBAHA:  C-osh.'    Mother  .  .  it  isn't  any^A-here  near  long 

enough.' 

KJLSS:  It  ought  to  be  .■  . 

•3*iiBARA:  Well,  it  jUst  won't  tuck  in  ..  .  that's  all. 

(PAUSE) 


And  wh/^it  did  you  do  about  thosc  sheets,  L'irs.  i/iiles? 

Nothing  yet,  Nancy.    But  I'm  going  to  take  them 
tack.    That  salesmaii  shouldn't  iiave  told  me  th-«;y 
would  f i  t » 

Vu'ell,  now,  let's  see  .  .  .  did  you  look  on  the 
label  to  see  wiaetner  they  Wcre  the  right  size  for 
your  beds? 

Fo,  I'm  efraid  I  didn't. 

But  you  will  \'-hen  you  go  back? 

Ivjost  cert£-iinly.  . 

That's  a  good  thing  to  reiiieinber  about  snceLs  tnat 
'arc  sold  as  bargains  .  .  be  s-ore  the;;'  are  long 
enough  to  allow  a  good  tucK-in. 

Nancy,  just  how  long  should  a  sheet  be? 

That  deoends  on  the  size  of  your  bed,  of  co-orse, 
and  the  thickness  of  the  mattress. 

Then  I  should  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to 
measure  it  nrA  S'-.e. 

A  very  good  ide::  ,  :.rs.  r-aies.    Cne  thir^  to  reiae^nbtr 
the  size  that  shows  on  tne  label  irieans  the  size 
before  the  she-3t  was  hemined. 


So  the  finished  sheet  is  -somewhat  smaller  than 
the  label-  says.  ■  ' 

Right,  about  five  to  seven  inches  shorter.  And 

it  may  shrink  in  the  wash  .  .  so  you'd  better  allow 

for  that,  too. 

So  I  measure  my  mattress,  allo\"  for  tuck-ins, 
heinming  <?nd  shrinking. 

That's  it.    And  you'll  orobobly  come  out  with 
108  inches  .  .  tiiat's  about  the  best  length. 

And  what  about  vddtii,  liaiicy?. 

For  a  single  bed,  get  one  that's  o}  inches  wide. 
And  for  a  double  bed,  one  thiat's  81  or  90  inches 
^^'ide,  if  you  can.    The  larger  sheets  vdll  give 
you  better  we.^. 

Have  you  any  tips  about  quality,  Nancy? 
I  should  say  so. 

Well,  can  you  tell  me  v.hat  is  a  good  strong 
everyday  sheet  to  buy? 


Tsll  right.    The  B-areau  af  Hoae  Econ-xiics  s'ays  -thut 
a  muslin  sheet  satisf.actory  f-jr  Gveryd.^/  -aso  has 
70  to  80  threads  tj  the  inch,  lengtnwisc,  and 
61  to  70  threads  to  the  inch  crossv:ise.    .uid  each 
yard  r^ill  weigh  anyivhere  from  four  ounces  up. 

That's  very  nice,  Nancy,    rioxy  suooose  you  tell 
me  v/hat  -all  tlir  t  ..fieans. 

It's  really  quite  siinole,  ivirs.  iiiles.    You  Soc, 
the  a.'jality  of  a  sheet  depends  partly  on  the 
nuinher  jf  tnreods  oer  inch  there  are  each  way. 

I  see,  and  you  say  a  go  3d  everyday  sneet  •vvill  Jriavc 
how  man;/  thr^^^ds,  lengthv/ise?  " 

3etv;een  70  and  80. 

And  crossv.'ise? 

61  to  70-  The  lalDel,  if  it's  any  g->:>d,  should  tell 
you  how  insny  threads  there  are. 

So  one  way  to  judge  quality  is  "by  tne  nui:.t)er  jf 
tliTeads.  ,    .    './hat  else? 

Breaking  strength. 

Just  \7hat  does  "breatcing  strengtn"aiean? 
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5S.  FAITCY; 


59.  MILES 


60.  imct: 


61.  MILES 


62.  NOTY; 


63.  f^HLSS 


64.  Ci\?i 


05.  I-'ILES 


Kow  many  pounds  of  •xlLI  the  cloth  v/ill  stand 
before  it  brealcs. 

I  suoiose  tk.t  i)a.s  something  to  do  y>'ith  how 
■long  a  sheet  will  wear,  too. 

Yes,  it  djes.    It's  a  little  technical,  but  e. 
good  rale  to  follov/  i-vould  be  to  choose  the  sheet 
that  has  the  highest  breaking  strength,  jther 
things  being  equal.    That  should  be  iriDXhzed.  on 
the  label ,  too. 

I  have  loads  ruore  Questions,  Nancy,  but  I  see 
there  isn't  time. 

'^ell,  v/e  have  )iie  of  our  Consuuer  Tios  cards  on 
sheets,  i^'Irs.  Miles  .  .  .  and  it  iias  all  this 
information  on  it  and  lots  more  besides. 

,  our  announcer,  will  tell  you 
hovT  to  get  a  free  cooy  in  another  few  ininutes. 

G-ood,  and  th^anks  a  lot,  Najicy.  And  now  Carl,  it's 
your  turn. 

I'm  all  set  t3  go,  lArs.  i.liles. 

You're  going  to  tell  us  v;hat  we  can  do  for  Defense, 
aren't  you.  . 


(s 

60.    CAKL^:  One  way.    There  are  so  many,  you  lOiow.  ..  . 

67.    MIL"ES:  But  I  v.'ant  your  ideas.    A  couple  of  days  ago  I  vras 

talking  on  the  phone  to  Mrs.  Thompson,  (FAD3)     ■  • 
She's  one  of  r::y  neigh'Dors  .  .  we  DOth  .  .  . 

(PAUSE) 

og.    Iv^LES:  (?ADE  ON)     .  .  I  heard  about  hirn,  too.    Tiiat  makes 

three  "boys  from  down  the  street  gone  into  the  array  . 

69.  EABEARA:     (As  older  woman) 

(ON  FILTER  MIKS)    Yes,  I'/Irs.  Kiles  .  .  and  my  hoy, 
he  got  a  Job  in  the  new  defense  factory,  too. 

70.  ?.':ILES :  Seems  lix-ce  ever:/'one's  doing  sometning  for  defense 

these  days  .  . 

71.  BPJGP&i^:  (EILTSR)    Ever^^^one,  bit  us  women. 

72.  FILES:  liVhat  about  tnose  alumin^ain  pots  and  pans  we  gave  to 

the  Government? 

73.  BAP3ARA:  (FILTER)    Yes,  I  know  .  .  but  -li^t  I  mean  is  .  .  ' 

ever^^body  seems  to  be  doirig  somettimg  big  .  . 
something  .  . 

7U.    i:/ILES:  That's  right.    :\nd  there  doesn't  seem  to  be  so     •  ■ 

much  that  oeo  ue  lilce  us  can  do,  e^cceot  cook  and 
feed  our  families  arid,  keep  nousc,  2nd  things 
like  that. 
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BAEBAPvA:  (FILOSR)    Wall,  you  just  wait  .   .   .  they'll  tiiink 

urj  something  for  us  before  long. 

(PxWSE) 

IILES:  There  must  be  a  lot  of  "women  like  us,  Carl  .  .  . 

.just  wondering  v/liat  \ve  can  do  to  helo. 

CARL:  And  here's  the  answer,  Mrs.  Mlts  ...  in  just 

three  words  .  .  DON'T  '.VASTS  FOOD. 

I'lLSS:  Don't  v'aste  food.'         gr  acious,  Carl,  I  never 

waste  food  of  .any  kind  .  .  .  can't  afford  to. 

Cr\SL:  Well,  I'm  thinicing  about  food  before  it  gets 

into  your  kitchen,  .   .  .  before  it  ever-'  gets 
into  your  grocery  store. 

MILES:  I  guess  you'd  better  start  from  scratch,  Cc.jrl, 

...  I  don't  quite  understand. 

G.A3L:  All  right,    ''.ve  oeoole  in  the  United  States  need 

every  bit  of  food  we  can  grow. 

MLES:  I  know  "that".  .   .  I've  heard  l/jr.  Montgomery  and 

lots  of  :.ther  peoole  tell  us  how  we  need  more  -  .  . 
that's  if  we're  goir;g  to  see  that  people  get  fed  righ 

O^-^L:  .Ind  more  fDod  so  we  can  send  some  abroad. 


iBut  th£,t's  the  f;?mcr's  job,  to  grow  ell  the  looa 
he  ccn  .  .  '.There  do  v;&  come  in?    I  inerri,  us 
housev.lves? 

Right  here.    You  probahly  knoT?  thr.t  lots  jf  food 
goes  to  raste  cvery  ycox  .  .  dDii't  you? 

Eow  do  you  raean? 

Vegetables  pjid  fruits,  for  example.    iUir.ost  every 
plo.cc  "  here  fruits  "xid  vegetables  are  grov-n  .  .  . 
some  goes  to  waste  becouse,  v;ell,  first,  maybe 
there  isn't  any  ploce  to  sell  it  .  .  and  second, 
frTTuers  may  not  have  enough  help  to  hr.rvest  it. 
So  food  Just  lies  th^re,  on  tiie  ground  jt  hanging 
on  the  tree,  till  it  rots  away. 

I  hadn't  thou^ght  of  that. 

ThT'.t  kind  of  v;aste  mst  not  ha.poen,  I.'irs.  l.iles. 
Not  this  yoPT.  3very  bepn  and  squash  ond  apple 
rad  peach  must  get  to  people  v/ho  need  them.  ".Vc 
simply  co2"inot  ri'ford  to  waste  gojd  food. 

I  thiri  that's  VQr/  fine  idea,  Ccrl  .  .  but  wlrit 
c:v:i  '.ve  d£  about  ir,? 

Several  thirigs.    Firs^t,  find  out  if  you  h;:'ve  a 
loccl  Defense  Co'oncil  in  your  t'-.vrn. 
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But  \7hat  does  my  local  Defense  Co-uncil  have  to  do 
v/ith  it? 

They  can  help  you.  .    -  . 

Help  .  .  .  how? 

One  thii:ig  they  can  do,  if  you  ask  them  to,  is  to 
find  jut  just  '7hat  foods  the  fojnaers  sxe  growing 
in  your  county,  .  .      how  imich  foods  .  .  ond 
whether  the  f:?jTners  are  going  to  "be  able  to  harvest 
all  tlieir  foods. 

And  how  nuch  they  can't  trke  care  of?    Is  tho,t 
what  you  mean? 

Right. 

j\:id  then  I  suppose  Liy  locel  Defense  Council  should 
find  somc-v;aj'-  to  save  v'hat  the  fanners  can't  nrndle. 

Tha.t's  it.    Your  Council,  with  yo"ar  help,  ond  the 
help  of  women  ILce  y^u,  iuight  get  together  suid 
find  ways  to  use  these  extra  fojds  while  they're 
■fresh  .  .  or  you  might  organize  canning  projects. 

I  hadn't  thought  of  tha.t.    But  I  csn  soe  this  isn't 
a  job  for  just  one  person. 


( 

Thr.t's  the  point.     It's  a  co.:iTJi"-ity  jo"b  .  .  • 
everyone  shjulcl  get  in  :n  it  cud-  nelp. 

i\nd  you  sey,  stcTt  oy  geo+ing  luy  local  Defense  . 
Council  to  clj  '..iiat? 

Set  up  a  Comviittee ,  or  use  its  Consuv.er  Co:....ittee 
if  it  has  one. 

The  idea  is  to  rescue  cll  the  vitaL".in-rich  roods 
you  find  goirog  to  \7aste.    Is  tkat  it? 

E>.actly  .  . 

On  the  fpTLi.  ■ 

In  city  uarhets. 

In  people's  houses,  too,  I  suppose. 

There,  too.    Every-' 'here.    Save  every  ounce  of 
health- Dringing  food  you  coor^  find.    But  ^'ou've 
got  to  orgciiize,  get  together,  go  md  lj:k  for 
the  'vastes  everj-T'here. 

Bj.t  C-u-l  .  .  .  V7hat  is  going  to  happen  to  the  f  Jod 
that  gets  saved  and  out  into  c"iis  or  preserved? 

^ell,  v/hat  ahwut  the  chil'dren  in  yo^or  neighborhood? 
Do  you  ha.ve  a  scho:l  lunch  program  in  your 
ncighlDorhood? 


Ygs       d3.    We're  prjud  of  it,  tjj  .  .  .  every 

schQQl  child  irDuiid  ")ur  way  gets  a  hot  lunch  every- 
day he's  in  school. 

Every  child? 

Well,  maylDe  I'd  have  to  take  that  "back.  Now  that 
you  aslc,  there  are  a  couple  of  schools  \mere  .  .  . 

Where  you  think  they  might  use  some  of  the  foods 
your  community  puts  up? 

I  guess  they  could. 

The  experts  say  that  is  a  good  way  to  use  canned 
tomatoes  and  fruits. 

Tny  just  those  foods  in  the  school  lunches?  "ivhy 
not  all  the  vegetables  and  fruits  we  put  up 
in  cans? 

TiTell,  it's  all  right,  provided  the  carjiing 
project  is  carried  on  under  expert  supervision. 
If  it  isn't,  there  is  some  danger  of  the  children 
getting  poisoned  "by  improperly  canned  foods. 

I  see.    ""^ell,  Carl,  you've  certainly  started 
something. 


And  don't  just  stop  with  saving  food  for  school 
lunches  .  .  look  around  and  sae  if  there  aren't 
other  places  v/here  3xtra  foods  TOuld  cone  in 
handy  ...  I  mean,  to  help  gro\7n-up  people  to 
"be  strong,  too.    There  so  many  people  who  need 
"better  food  .  .  .  need  it  "badly. 

I'd  lii^ie  to  "sk  you  a  lot  of  questions,  Carl  .  . 

T'nere  really  isn't  tii-ne,  I/irs.  Miles.    But  v;e 
Iriave  a  letter  for  you,  and  for  anyone  else  who 
wants  to  knov;  'what  can  I  do  to  sa,ve  food  for 
iMationsl  Defense? '  ■  ' 

A  letter? 

Uhhunh  .  .  sent  "by  three  people  in  the  United 
States  G-overrjnent  who  v/ant  to  see  that  no  food 
gets  wasted  .  . 

ViHio  are  they? 

Ifx.  "^ickard,  Secretary  of  AgricO-ture  .  . 
Hsxriet  Siliott,  in  chrTge  of  tne  consujiior 
interests  in  Defense,  c-nd  Ix.  VlcI^mH,  in  charge 
of  health  and  v-elfrjre  for  Defense. 

"iTiiat's  in  this  letter  they've  written? 


V/hat  you  can  do  to  rescue  and  use  the  : 
vitamin-rich  foods  that  might  go  to  v^aste. 

VJe,  and  everybody? 

You  and  everybody  nho  cares  enough  to  write  and 
ask  us  for  a  cooy.  ,  our 

announcer,  will  tell  you  all  about  it  in  must 
another  minute  or  tv/o. 

Thanks,  Carl,  for  all  your  grand  suggestions. 
I'll  bet  thousands  of  women  will  be  arixious  to 
see  that  letter  ci'A  find  out  hov^  they  can  help 
not  to  waste  food.    And  now,  let's  hear  from 
our  Consumers '  Counsel ,  Donald  iiontgomery. 


(ivir.  i/Iontgomery ' s  Remarks) 


Thaiik  you,  I'ir.  I/bntg:)mGry.    And  now  it's  tijie 
to  rirjg  our  chi;ii(is  -imd  annjujr.cc  tnis  Voc-k's 
new  nciue  on  the  Cjnsuiaers'  Ho-ior  Iloil. 

rOTE  OF  CHIl.'SS 

Colirnbus,  Ohio.    The  Col-ai.ibus  League  of  V^jmen 
Shoo:)ers  g>es  ya  the  Honor  Holl  this  v/eek  for 
their  splendid  ;ork  in  gettir.g  hot  schjil  luncnes 
started  in  Colu-'iibus  schools. 

Torking  with  the  City  school-  adi;iinistr::tion,  the 
•VPA,  and  otner  !FederQl  end  locr.l  fjrou-os,  the 
Lcagije  org.-^ized  the  first  scn)jl  lunch  in  rn 
■elei:ient;;'.ry  school,  leoding  ninety  chii'dr-v^n  froa 
relief  and  'i?A  faiailies  a  h)t  I'Oiich  every  day. 
'The  Lc'igue  is  working  right  njw  on  ol:.jis  to 
extend  this  orogrcua  to  otner  needy  schools. 

For  their  w^rk  with  the  school  lunch  prograia, 
and  fir  their  lOoTiy  other  consu..ier  .-jctivities ,  the 
Colu;:;'bus  League  of  Vouen  Sh)oot,rs  in  Colo^-fous,  Oni 
gets  Km  or  Holl  i;;entioi\  tjd:iy. 

1I0T5  OK  CHL:-SS 

Thrnl<:  you,  N;rncy.    ;ind  n^v;,  ouickly,  vhct  navG  you 
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6.  GASL: 


7.  -I^iAlICY; 


S.  I/ILES 


9.  AMOTjMCSR: 


How  to  buy  peaciies. 

Th3  "best  wa:/  t3  roiaove  hair  safely. 

GjiDd,    How  to  ^remove  liair  safely,  and  hov;  to 

buy  peaches  for  next  \^eek's  CONSUI/jER  Tli/iE. 

All  right,  I  guess  you're  it,     '  ,  .  , 

Okay.    Consumers,  I'd  like  to  tell  you  about  those 
two  things  we're  goir^g  to  send  you  today.  First 
is  Consumer  Tips  on  Sheets.    This  iiandy  little 
three  by  five  csird  has  all  the  information  you 
need  to  help  you  get  your  money's  v/orth  v/hen  you 
go  shopping  for  sheets. 

Second  .  .  the  letter  tellir^  you  \vhat  you  can  do 
to  help  in  our  Nation's  defense  .  .  ho\?  you  in 
your  local  comnranities  can  help  to  keep  our  people 
strong  and  healthy  by  seeing  tiaat  no  food  goes  to 
waste. 

Both  of  these  things  are  free  .  .  and  here's  all 
you  ha^ye  to  do  to  get  them.    Simply  address  a  penny 
post  cord  to  Consumers'  Counsel,  Department  of 
Agriculture,  ".iTashington,  D.C.    G-ive  us  your  name 
and  addjress  and  the  call  letters  of  the  station 
over  T/hich  you  heard  this  progrsjii.    Ask  for  Cons-iomer 
Tips  on  Sheets  and  the  letter  on  the  use  of  food. 

(m: 
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IAa.y  I  repeat  that  address  for  you  .  .  .  Consuintr's 
Counsol ,  De  pr-rtniont  of  Agriculvjirc ,  '.•'r.shington,  D.C, 
A  peim^'  oostd  is  all  you  ne-od,  with  your  name  and 
address  and  the  call  letters  of  tne  station  over 
\^'hich  you  heard  this  program.    Consumer  Tips  on 
Sheets  and  oiu*  special  letter  will  be  sent  to 
you  free. 

Tune  in  nezt  v/eek  at  this  same  time  to  COiviSUl/iEIR.  TliviE, 
produced  by  your  Cons-omers '  Counsel  in  tiie  Department 
of  xVgriculture,  and  presented  m  cooperation  witn 
Defense  zmd  Ilcn-Defense  agencies  of  tne  United 
States  G-overruiient  'vorkmg  for  consua^rs. 

Her.rd  on  today's  orogram  were  Kell  Flernirig,  Nancy 
Ordway,  Fronces  .vd^Ai^s,  oii-l  G:  rl  Fu-rnson. 

COKSUl/ISR  TIIvE  has  cren  presented  as  a  Public  Svrvice 
by  I'^IBC  Lmd  the  indeoendent  r;;dio  stations  associi'ted 
with  the  Red  I'letwork  of  the  ivational  Bro^.^custing 
Company. 


